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2.1 Planetary Systems

Our Solar System
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a) Describe the location and nature of the main constituents of our Solar System, including planets,
dwarf planets, asteroids, comets, centaurs and Trans-Neptunian Objects (TNOs)
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/bl Recall the names of planets and dwarf planets in order of their mean distance from the Sun

List the planets and dwarf planets in order of mean distance from the Sun, closest first:

Trans-Neptunian
jects (TNOs)
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/cl Demonstrate an understanding of the scale and size of our Solar System using scale models (for example \
balls of different sizes at appropriate spacing, model Solar Systems such as the Spaced Out project)
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Draw the planets next to each other to scale in size order. Indicate on the same scale the size of the Sun.
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d) Recall what the ecliptic is
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e) Demonstrate an understanding of what one astronomical unit (AU) is.
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k) Discuss how the atmosphere of Venus can be used to illustrate the danger of extreme global warming.
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1) Describe how astronomers use space probes to gain data on the characteristics of planets and other bo@

in the Solar System
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/m Demonstrate an understanding of some of the problems that would be encountered by a manned \

exploration of our Solar System
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n) Demonstrate an understanding that some planets have satellite systems with a variety of origins and amlb'

structures (including Mars and Neptune)
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/oDescribe the appearance, physical nature and composition of planetary ring systems. \
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