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1.2 Earth, Moon, Sun
The Moon
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Label the principle features on this

diagram of the moon. ’/
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b) recall the Moon’s diameter and its approximate distance from Earth.

The diameter of the moon: 3475 km. The distance from the Earth to the Moon: $54 400 km.
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c) Recall the Moon’s rotational period and orbital period.
The rotational period of the Moon: 27.3 days. The orbital period of the Moon: 24 .5 days.
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ﬁ Demonstrate an understanding of why the far side of the Moon is not visible from Earth \

Explain the reason for your answer to c) and how this leads to us not being able to see the far side of the moon:
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e) Describe how astronomers know the appearance of the Moon’s far side and how it differs from the near
side
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Demonstrate an understanding of the origin of lunar seas and craters

Describe how lunar craters are formed: _ Due b Ao Jopor of ~eteonie, . he crmia. War se
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Explain how maria are formed and how they differ from tarrae:
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ﬁl Demonstrate an understanding that the relative numbers of craters in the seas and highlands implies \
different ages of these features

Using researched examples to describe the difference in ages of the seas and highlands and explain how the
relative numbers of craters provides evidence for this.
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ﬁ Describe the nature of rilles and wrinkle ridges

Explain how these frilles and wringle ridges are caused:
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/ i) Relate the lack of atmosphere to the Moon’s low gravity

Using the idea of escape velocity, explain how the Moon’s low gravity leads to a lack of atmosphere:
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k) Describe the nature and purposes of the Apollo space programme and its experimental packages

(ALSEPs) Compare Project Apollo with Project Gemini and Project Mercury in terms of aims and
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1) Describe the likely origin of the Moon (the giant impact hypothesis) “et<> deryearin St Sydicun

m) Describe the evidence that allowed astronomers to develop the giant impact hypothesis.

Compare the giant impact theory with other theories of the origin of the Moon. Provide evidence and draw
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